
Lithium battery packs are cheaper than
single-cell batteries

I spent quite a bit of time the past couple of years researching the different lithium battery offerings, charging

systems, and installation issues. In this short series, I''ll teach you what I''ve learned.

Yes, it''s cheaper to build your own battery pack. If you shop for your tools and supplies wisely, you can build

a single battery pack for cheaper than it cost to buy one pre-made.

Learn the differences between battery cells, modules, and packs. See how each layer works, why BMS and

thermal systems matter, and where these components fit in EVs and energy storage.

I notice the last couple of cordless phones I bought just use cheap, easily replaceable individual Ni-MH or

Nicad AA/AAA cells instead of a an expensive proprietary battery pack.

Using a single 3.2V LiFePO4 prismatic cell with a bidirectional DC-DC converter, it simplifies system design

and reduces costs compared to traditional 12V/24V battery packs.

Today, they are about 30% less expensive than their main competitor, lithium nickel cobalt manganese oxide

(NMC) batteries, while still offering competitive ranges for EVs.

Yes, these batteries may be cheaper, but using them can lead to serious consequences, from frequent

replacements to potential safety hazards.

Prices for lithium-ion battery packs fell 20% in 2024, the largest drop since 2017, according to a study from

the International Energy Agency (IEA).

Average battery pack prices were lowest in China, at $84/kWh. Pack prices in the North America and Europe

were 44% and 56% higher, reflecting higher local production costs and greater ...

In this article, we''ll break down the key factors affecting lithium battery price, compare battery quality levels,

and share insights on why a "cheaper" battery often comes with higher long ...
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